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reserve such adjectives for France, Germans for Germany, and
Russians for the Soviet Union. Such cleavages, it is unnecessary to
remark, are purely due to training, not to heredity.
Even within the United States, differences according to area are of
considerable significance. The Solid South is the traditional example
of a region characterized by extreme race prejudice, by relatively high
militarism, opposition to labor unions, and general conservatism. It
would, of course, be just as fair to point to the Middle West, with its,
isolationist tradition and suspicion of our European Allies. (Like
the Southern prejudices, these attitudes are rapidly yielding to the
pressure of events.)
It is easy to understand that a child reared in a wealthy home
unconsciously absorbs the attitudes and opinions of his elders, which in
turn are determined largely by economic self-interest. Much of the
child's learning is preverbal; much of it is based on imitation of
admired adults. The scornful tone of voice, the smile of approval,
the shrug of indifference are potent influences on opinion but are rarely
if ever recognized as such.
In the same manner, prejudices and taboos that are regionally
distributed are handed down from parent to offspring. Horowitz,1 in
his excellent study of prejudice against Negroes in the South, finds that
these antagonistic attitudes are largely indoctrinated by unconscious
teaching and learning. Parents denied telling their children that
Negroes were bad in any way; yet the children stated that parents
did not want them to play with N,egro children. Horowitz found
compelling evidence that the parents unconsciously communicated
prejudice through facial expressions, tones of voice, and other non-
verbal mechanisms. The children thus acquired an unfavorable
opinion of the Negro race without being deliberately taught this.
The developmental history of this traditional attitude is instructive
as a starting point for understanding other established opinions, such as
nationalism, occupational preferences, religious and political faiths.
Horowitz found race prejudice to be very rare before the age of five
years. In the early school grades, prejudice is likely to be an all-or-
none reaction and is verbalized as "Negroes are bad, cruel, no-good."
In adolescence, the white children reveal the customary stereotype of
the Negro, in which a certain number of good traits (humor, music, etc.)
are ascribed along with less desirable features.
These observations fit rather closely with those on the development
1 Horowitz, E.L., Development of Attitude toward the Negro, Arch.P$ychol
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